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Sexual Assault Advocacy/Volunteer Training 

OUR HOUSE, INC.
1. Your Name? 
2. Why Do You Enjoy Serving as a Volunteer?
3. What Did You Put off Doing to Participate in this Training?
4. End with this statement:   “With That I am In!” 



OBJECTIVES
TO, 
1. Explore the particularities of LGBTQ persons, in general, and 

African American and people of color in specific, through 
research, statistics, and story-listening. 

2. Through testimonies, scholarship, spirituality, activism, 
research and culturally specific work, explore how sexual 
violence & domestic violence impact LGBTQ persons. 

3. Through the lens of trauma informed resources, offer 
suggestions to faith-based leaders,volunteers, and advocates 
on how to provide care as well as safe spaces to LGBTQ 
persons. 



Learning Content/Outcomes for All Participants

At the end of this training, the participants will be able to
culturally understand and articulate the cultural differences
within the LGBQT community, their specific and individual needs
and, begin the process of developing a trama inform resource for
caring, for sexual assault victim/survivors of sexual/domestic
violence.



DEFINITIONS/TERMS Sharon Ellis Davis
M.Div., PhD 



SEXUAL ACTIVITY/SEXUAL VIOLENCE? Sharon Ellis Davis
M.Div., PhD 



In intimate relationships when does sexual activity become sexual violence?
Sharon Ellis Davis
M.Div., PhD 



SEXUAL VIOLENCE? VS SEXUAL ACTIVITY?

Why is it important to make this distinction?



SEXUAL ACTIVITY VS SEXUAL VIOLENCE

• Sexual Violence is, first and foremost, an act of violence, hatred, and 
aggression.  

• Violence is the common denominator (assault and battery, murder, terrorism) 

• All produce harm of and injury to victims

• Injuries may be psychological or physical

• In acts of sexual violence, usually the injuries are both 
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HOW DO YOU DEFINE THE WORD NORMAL? Sharon Ellis Davis
M.Div., PhD 



NORMAL 

• Conforming to a type, standard, or regular pattern: 
• Characterized by that which is considered usual, typical, 

or routine.
• Normal working hours under; under normal 

circumstances it was just a normal, average day. He had 
a normal childhood. 

Merriam-Webster Dictionary



How Do You Define the Term “NON-CONFORMING” 
Sharon Ellis Davis
M.Div., PhD 



NON-CONFORMING

Not in accordance or agreement with prevailing 
norms, standards, or customs – Not conforming:

Marriam-Webster Dictionary 



LGBTQ

• Lesbian 
• Gay
• Bisexual 
• Transgender
• Queer/questioning (one’s sexual identity)



LGBTQIA- and Terms

• Pan Sexual – Attractive to everyone

• MTF – Male to Female  (Trans Woman) Is a woman 

• FTM – Female to Male  (Trans Male) Is a male

• Intersex- Ambiguous genetilia

• Aromantic – Romantic Attractive 

• AFAB – Assigned Female @ Birth 
• AMAB – Assigned Male @ Birth 

• They, She (some ways LGBTQ refer to themselves

• Ask What Pronoun you want to be referred as - (you may see this on name cards or on someone’s email under 
their name

• Sexualities – vs Gender Identity – differences 



GENDER UNICORN 

• GENDER IDENTITY 

• GENDER EXPRESS/PRESSENTATION

• SEX ASSIGNED AT BIRTH

• SEXUALLY ATTRACTED TO

• ROMATICALLY/EMOTIONALLY 
ATTRACTED TO



STATICTICAL MORAL & ETHICAL IMPERATIVE 

• 45%  Percent of lesbians and 61 percent of bisexual women 
experience rape, physical violence, or stalking by an intimate partner, 
compared to 35 percent of heterosexual women

• 26 percent of gay men and 37 percent of bisexual men experience 
rape, physical violence, or stalking by an intimate partner, compared 
to 29 percent of heterosexual men

• 46 percent of bisexual women have been raped, compared to 17 
percent of heterosexual women and 13 percent of lesbians

• 22 percent of bisexual women have been raped by an intimate 
partner, compared to 9 percent of heterosexual women

• 40 percent of gay men and 47 percent of bisexual men have 
experienced sexual violence other than rape, compared to 21 percent 
of heterosexual men

• Within the LGBTQ community, transgender people and bisexual 
women face the most alarming rates of sexual violence. Among both 
of these populations, sexual violence begins early, often during 
childhood.



STATICTICAL MORAL & ETHICAL  IMPERITIVE 

• The 2015 U.S. Transgender Survey found that 47% of transgender 
people are sexually assaulted at some point in their lifetime.

• Among people of color, American Indian (65%), multiracial
(59%), Middle Eastern (58%), and Black (53%) respondents of the 2015 
U.S. Transgender Survey were most likely to have been sexually   
assaulted in their lifetime

• Nearly half (48 percent) of bisexual women who are rape survivors 
experienced their first rape between ages 11 and 17.

• For LGBTQ survivors of sexual assault, their identities – and the 
discrimination they face surrounding those identities – often make 
them hesitant to seek help from police, hospitals, shelters or rape 
crisis centers, the very resources that are supposed to help them.

about:blank


STATISTICAL MORAL & ETHICAL IMPERITIVE

85 percent of victim advocates surveyed by the NCAVP 
reported having worked with an LGBTQ survivor who was 
denied services because of their sexual orientation or 
gender identity. The 2015 U.S. Transgender Survey found 
that one in five (20%) respondents who were incarcerated in 
jail, prison, or juvenile detention in the past year were 
sexually assaulted by facility staff during that time. 
Additionally, 17% of respondents who stayed at one or more 
homeless shelters in the past year were sexually assaulted 
at the shelter because they were transgender

about:blank


SEXUAL VIOLENCE IN LGBQT RELATIONSHIPS  

COMPARE AND CONTRAST POWER AND CONTROL WHEELS DV 

• HETEROSEXM  - TOP AND BOTTOM 
• HOMOPHOBIA – BIPHOBIA – TRANSPHOBIA (SIDES) 

• POWER & CONTROL – CENTER 



VICTIM/SURVIVOR & PERPERTRATOR 

“In relationships involving LGBTQ identified people, there are no 
externally or immediately visible factors, such as gender 
presentation and heights, that indicate who is surviving and who is 
battering.  

Simply identifying categorical areas in which partners hold privilege 
or power, such as physical size and strength, socioeconomic status, 
education, and assessing who has more power and privilege is 
insufficient to determine who is the aggressor, survivor, nor who is 
the perpetrator.



BEYOND THE POWER AND CONTROL WHEEL

Isolation and Outing
When people are first coming out, they are very vulnerable 
to abuse – they may be losing friends and family or may be 
alienated from their cultural, ethnic, religious familial 
community and institutions. The isolation that most LGBT 
people face as a result of homophobia is useful to a 
batterer who is trying to isolate their partner. Threatening 
to “out” a person (which could mean losing children, 
ostracism, job loss, etc) is a powerful tool of control.



BEYOND THE POWER & CONTROL WHEEL

Using Vulnerabilities 
A batterer using their own vulnerabilities to 
obligate or coerce their partner into staying, 
caring for them, and/or prioritizing batterer’s 
needs. Using vulnerabilities often results in 
survivors being exploited (resources, time, 
attention) and undermines survivors’ attempts to 
negotiate boundaries or prioritize self.



BEYOND THE POWER & CONTROL WHEEL

Using Children
In many states, LGBT people are not allowed to be the 
legal parent of their children. Even in states where LGBT 
parents’ rights are protected, not all individuals have 
access to the systems to assert their legal rights. For a 
non-biological parent, the threat of having no contact 
with their children makes leaving an abuse relationship a 
complex to impossible choice.



BEYOND THE POWER & CONTROL WHEEL

Leveraging Institutional Violence / Isolation
Law enforcement historically have used violence 
against LGBT people. LGBT people also experience 
discrimination and oppression based on race, class, 
national origin, gender, and gender identity. Many LGBT 
people, and particularly transgender people, have 
experienced discrimination within the medical 
system. These things are used by batterers to increase 
control.



BEYOND THE POWER & CONTROL WHEEL

Using Small Communities
Using friends or family and the small number of open and 
affirming community spaces to monitor a survivor and gather 
information, or to ostracize or threaten to ostracize the 
survivor. Please note: safety planning cannot rely on the 
survivor never being in a community space with the 
batterer. Our communities are too small for this. We must do 
harm reduction planning or the survivors may “drop out” of 
the community to avoid the batterer and risk further 
isolation.



BEYOND THE POWER AND CONTROL WHEEL 

Alcohol and Drug Abuse
LGBT people have historically been forced to make 
community in “illegal” and marginalized spaces such as 
bars. LGBT folks have higher rates of alcohol and drug use 
and abuse than in mainstream communities. Batterers 
leverage the ongoing consequences of ways that LGBT 
peoples’ lives have been historically criminalized as well as 
the realities of current drug use (and drug criminalization) 
when setting up/maintaining a system of power and 
control.



PROBLEM 

Though the Violence Against Women Act of 
2013 (VAWA) recently extended 
LGBT nondiscrimination protections in 
resources for domestic and sexual violence, 
service providers across the country still lack 
the cultural competency needed to serve the 
LGBT community.

about:blank


PROBLEM 

• Until recently, intra-community sexual assault went largely 
unacknowledged, particularly for women who have sex with 
women. Moreover, we are only just now beginning to de-
stigmatize the idea that there are male survivors of sexual 
assault, including gay and bisexual men.

about:blank
about:blank


PROBLEM - PREA 

LGBT people must also face the specter of hate violence in the 
form of sexual assault. This and other violence occurs both inside 
and outside the prison system, but comprehensive legislation to 
protect against sexual violence in prison has finally been 
implemented. The Prison Rape Elimination Act, or PREA, is a big 
step toward reducing sexual violence in prisons and jails, but 
activists must fight ensure compliance with the regulations, and 
advocate for their expansion to immigration detention centers 
(which remain unprotected).

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


Crisis of Sexual Abuse in Confinement
More than 200,000 youth and adults are sexually abused in prisons, jails, 
and juvenile detention facilities each year according to federal estimates. 
(U.S. Department of Justice, Feb. 3, 2011). These statistics point to a 
grave, systemic failure to protect individuals from abuse. While anyone 
can become the victim of sexual violence, transgender and gender 
nonconforming people are at significant risk in confinement. A study of 
California prisons found that transgender women in men’s prisons were 
13 times as likely to be sexually abused as other inmates (Center for 
Evidence-Based Corrections, 2009). Those who are young, have 
disabilities or mental illness, are gay, lesbian or bisexual, or are 
incarcerated for the first time are also especially vulnerable. Survivors of 
sexual abuse behind bars suffer the same trauma as other abuse 
survivors. When combined with inadequate counseling and medical 
care, this abuse can lead to post-traumatic stress disorder, depression, 
substance abuse, HIV and other infections that take a heavy toll on 
survivors, their families and communities, and public budgets.



PROBLEM 

Part of the problem is that populations that are hypersexualized
by society, including people of color and the LGBT community, 
are victimized by a rape culture that tells those assaulted they 
are responsible for their sexual assaults. 
This same phenomenon is particularly exacerbated for women of 
color and indigenous women, who experience the highest rates 
of sexual assault, statistics that clearly outline the remnants of 
colonization and slavery’s categorical devaluing of black and 
brown bodies.

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


WHAT DO THE PRISON RAPE ELIMINATION ACT 
STANDARDS DO?  But not limited to

• Screening and classification
• Facilities must screen all individuals at admission and upon transfer 

to assess their risk of experiencing or perpetrating abuse, including 
identifying those who may be at risk because of their transgender 
status, gender nonconformity, sexual orientation, or intersex 
condition. The individual’s own perception of their vulnerability must 
also be considered.

• Individuals may not be disciplined for any refusal or nondisclosure 
during screening regarding gender identity, sexual orientation, 
intersex condition, disability status, or prior sexual victimization.

• Facilities must use this information to make appropriate, 
individualized decisions about an individual’s security classification 
and housing placement.



PROBLEM 

Finally, as with most disparities, holders of multiple marginalized 
identities are even more likely to experience sexual violence. Due 
to this reality, some activists who work to support survivors are 
attempting to move away from a carceral model in deference to 
the fact that people with marginalized identities are already more 
likely to be criminalizedand imprisoned.      (carceral model- Social Control)

about:blank


PROBLEM  EXAMPLE   V-DAY

On February 14, 2013, Eve Ensler and her organization V-Day hosted 
an event called One Billion Rising. It was slated as a global 
movement to end violence against women, with countries around 
the world participating in dance events to bring attention to what 
Ensler describes as shared gender oppression among women. The 
idea is that all women of all backgrounds around the world are 
subjected to sexualized violence, so we can all come together with 
common needs.

about:blank
about:blank


There is No “We”: V-Day, Indigenous 
Women and the Myth of Shared 
Gender Oppression 
The problem with the framing of 
sexualized violence as an issue that 
hurts all women equally is that it erases 
the experiences of Indigenous women.
by Lauren Chief Elk-Young Bear on February 3rd, 2014

about:blank




Eve Ensler’s V-Day has become synonymous with 
violence against women. The Vagina Monologues 
dominate college campuses, and celebrities rush to 
be spokespeople for the organization. She has 
developed substantial influence in the media, the 
ability to reign in money, and most importantly and 
dangerously: the ability to sway national policy. The 
V-Day idea of gender justice has had a major impact 
on mainstream feminism, and has been able to 
cultivate a narrative of addressing sexual and 
domestic violence by means that are actually 
harmful to women of color.



DEVELOPING SAFE SPACE FOR LGBTQ PERSONS

• Believe the Victim  “shaming, blaming, policing women’s bodies, eye-candy”

• Support the Victim  Leaving victims to their own devices! 

• Education Yourselves & Your Community ignorance is no excuse

• Do Works of Social Justice    #praywithyourbody – Compassion not enough

• interaction/educate; Know vulnerabilities and respond accordingly

• Safety/Hospitality/Language/Non-bias ation



This epidemic of sexual violence in the 
LGBTQ community is something we 
must all work together to address. If 
someone discloses to you that they have 
been sexually assaulted, remember to 
believe them, reassure them that it 
wasn’t their fault, keep their disclosure 
confidential (unless the situation 
requires mandatory reporting), and 
never pressure them for more 
information than they want to share.

about:blank
about:blank


Service Providers Guide to Working with GBT
and Survivors of Domestic Abuse

Partner abuse is one of the most serious health issues for 
gay, bisexual, and transgender (GBT) men. Research 
indicates the incidence of abuse among gay men mirrors 
the rate for straight women of 25 to 33% 

Men including GBT men, who are abused, tend not to 
understandtheir experience as partner abuse due to lack 
of knowledge.  



Service Providers Guide to Working with GBT
and Survivors of Domestic Abuse

• Service Providers Become a Critical Resource for men
Who Are Service Providers? 

• Requires Education & Sensitivity 

• Create a welcoming, supportive and an informative 
environment



STORY TELLING  p. 244-246
Bi-Sexual Oppression by Service Providers

• Cis-Gender – Hetercentricity Oppression is 
one thing but also in services providers who 
self identify as Lesbian or Gay.
• SP – Who identify as queer but disqualify 

“bisexual” as a valid identity. 
• There is a particular Brand of Intollerance..
• Reinforcing stigma around bisexuality is 

never a healthy choice There’s no right or 
wrong way to be queer. 



QUEERING SEXUAL VIOLENCE: 

edited by:  Jennifer Patterson 

GOALS
• Considering sexual violence while centering on experiences from the margins. 
• Going Deeper – Those who survived does not follow a predictable path.
• Moves beyond mainstream understandings 

example:  sexual violence is not just a gender-based violence
not all perpetrators are men
we are not immune 
support is a privilege  - who gets the attention

“WE ARE READY FOR OUR VOICES TO BE AT THE CENTER OF THE ANTI-SEXUAL 
VIOLENCE MOVEMENT.” 



GOING DEEPER – STORIES FROM THE MARGIN
From:   QUEERING SEXUAL VIOLENCE

Story Listening Helps Us to Develop Empathy 

Empathy is understanding through the experiences of 
others and not as “I” perceive it to be. 



GOING DEEPER – STORIES FROM THE MARGIN
From:  QUEERING SEXUAL VIOLENCE

1. Fluctuations in Voice:  A Genderqueer Response to Traumatic 
Violence, River Willow Fagan, 17-19 Gender Complicated and 
shifting…without settling down anywhere.”

2. Removing the Mask: AfroLez femcentric-Silence Breaker, 
Aishah Shahidah Simmons, 23 -26, “I am a Black feminist 
Lesbian cultural worker who is a survivor of incest and rape.”  

3. Mother-Daughter Sexual Abuse, Pam Mack, 55-59, “Sexual 
Abuse of girls by women happen.” 



CONCLUDING THOUGHT 

“It takes no compromising to give 
people their rights. It takes no 
survey to remove oppressions.”  
Harvey Milk 



REFERENCES 

• MARIE FORTUNE, SEXUAL VIOLENCE: THE SIN REVISITED,  2005

• JENNIFER PATTERSON, QUEERING SEXUAL VIOLENCE: RADICAL VOICES FROM WITHIN THE ANTI-VIOLENCE 
MOVEMENT, 2016

• Site for list of terms for gender/sexuality, etc. 

https://www.uis.edu/gendersexualitystudentservices/wp-content/uploads/sites/83/2013/04/lgbt-
terminology-ucr.pdf

• The Gender Unicorn

http://www.transstudent.org/gender/

• Finding a Common Language Quiz:  Note questions number 8 and 10 answers should be switch (B and H) 
respectively. 

https://avp.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/KCAVP_LGBTQ_Vocab_Quiz.pdf

• Statistics for Sexual Assault Victims and Persons of Color in LGBQ Community and other information 

• https://www.hrc.org/resources/sexual-assault-and-the-lgbt-community

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


REFERENCES 

Center for Disease Control 
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/cdc_nisvs_victimizati
on_final-a.pdf

Mandatory Reporting 
https://apps.rainn.org/policy/

BEYOND THE POWER AND CONTROL WHEEL 
https://www.safehousecenter.org/power-and-control-in-lgbt-
relationships/

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank

